HE CAME, HE COMES 


by The Rev. Warren Fanning, East Kilbride 


“When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law’’ (Galatians 4: 4) 


Christians, awake, salute the happy morn 
Whereon the Saviour of the world was born. 
Rise to adore the mystery of love 

Which hosts of angels chanted from above, 
With them the joyful tidings first begun 

Of God Incarnate and the Virgin's Son. 


IN GOD'S OWN GOOD TIME 

You can well imagine that Adam 
and Eve were pretty anxious to see the 
promise of a Saviour fulfilled in their 
own time, But it wasn’t. Those two, 
who had known what it was to “live 
under Him in His Kingdom, and serve 
Him how they must have 
yearned to get back into that paradise 
relationship, 


But there is a long, long wait. The 
prophets, and the priests, and the 
poets, and all the pious people of the 
Old Testament must join in Adam 
and Eve’s yearning, longing for the 
rising of the Sun of Righteousness, 
the Seed of the Woman, the Saviour 
of the World, before it is time for God 
to act. 


This year, as in past years, we see 
the little children of our time anx- 
iously awaiting the day when they 
can open their presents. Under the 
Christmas trees we see the packages, 
wrapping paper lifted on this corner 
and that, evidence of the children’s 
anxiety, Perhaps you can remember 
your own excitement, your own peek- 
ing when no one was looking. 

In much the same way the Old 
Testament folk tried to see the Gift 
from God in advance of the Day of 
His coming. 


TWO 


And 
time... 


. THE SON STEPS INTO TIME 


“He came down to earth 
heaven, Who is God and Lord of 


Yes, he came. He came to thos 
had yearned to see Him come, 
just a few at the time of His 
But as He grew, in time, there - 
more and more who came to 
and to believe that this was 
whom Adam and Eve had longed 
was He of whom those write 
spoken. This was He! 


then, in God’s own 


At Christmas we commemora 
fact that He came. That He 
into time. He came —as God, 
yet as Man... “Conceived b 
Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Mary”. Yes, He came as a man, 

He came as one of us. For 
stop and consider this fact is to 
this Christmas celebration and 
memoration much more me 
ful! That was a human baby 
there in the manger. God loves 
so much, and God has so much 
to fallen man, that He assum 
human nature, to tell us of Hi 
for us, and then to act it out for 


A MAN, MADE UNDER ... 
Like all men born, so Jes 
born to take His place, with ally 
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1, “under the Law”. It is in this 
jal action of His that we have real 
30n to believe that He came to do 
1ething for us. He stood shoulder- 
houlder with all men who ever 
d, or who ever will live. He aligned 
mself with them in their common 
mma. He assumed the stance of 
- to whose head and heart the 
amands and threats of the Ten 
mmandments barked from _ the 
one of God on high. He accepted, 
His own life, the pattern God had 
for the lives of all men. 


ut there is a difference. Whereas 
men, including you and me, have 
apletely destroyed that pattern, 
| daily neglect the voice from on 
h, Jesus sets out to keep the pattern 
1 obey the voice. 


“or here, and here alone, is where 
n’s hope rests. Someone must keep 
iolate the whole will of God. Some- 
» must live and not destroy the 
tern. Someone must live in perfect 
rdience, be the perfect audience. 
d Jesus came to do just that. And 
did just that! 


TO RULE OVER 
After a life of humility and poverty 
il perfect obedience, comes the 
th of all deaths — the death of 
', which He has taken, from us, 
> His own Body. 


3y His death, and by His rising 
m from the dead, He has proven, 
‘time, His power to rule over sin, 
1 death, and the devil. This is the 
‘ole reason WHY he stepped into 
e: to rule. We see His dominion, 
‘n, over evil, 


3ut more! We see His dominion of 
f2 over men and women and child- 
+, whom He has set free from the 
annical triad of the devil, the 
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world, and our sinful flesh. He has 
come to rule in our hearts. He has 
come to perform the Words of Prom- 
ise, and then to establish that Word 
in our midst. To give us His Holy 
Spirit who plants our feet in all this 
justifying grace, who creates this gift 
of faith in our hearts, faith which 
grasps all that our Saviour has done 
for us and all men. 


By the Word and Sacraments, to 
which we all have access, Jesus rules 
in love in our hearts. He who came 
still comes today, through these 
Means of Grace. No longer is Christ- 
mas just the commemoration of a 
past event! It is reminder of present 
gracious events — which happen to 
us through the Word, through Bap- 
tism, through the Lord’s Supper. 


COME LORD JESUS 

I’m sure the common table prayer 
“Come Lord Jesus, be our Guest...” 
took on a new dimension for you in 
Advent-tide, as it did for me, and for 
my family. What excitement the 
Spirit creates in our hearts as He pre- 
pares us for thoughts of Christ’s 
final coming, in glory! Yes —a final, 
eternal Feast in Heaven awaits us! 


But we soberly realise that until He 
come, in glory, there is this living in 
His Kingdom of Grace that we must 
do. We must daily, hourly, do all we 
can to ensure that we are members of 
His Church, by sincere living faith in 
Him. We must keep believing, by His 
Spirit, that this Church, bent on mis- 
sion, has the privilege and the power 
to gather men and women unto Him 
who loved us and died for us. So let 
us assure each other that wherever 
the Word is preached, wherever WE 
preach and teach the Word, there the 
yearnings of men and women will be 
met with the Promise of Peace. 


THREF 
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A Christmas Pyramid 


In the Erzgebirge, a mountain 
region on the borders of Czechoslo- 
vakia, which has long been the home 
of a race of skilful wood-carvers, the 
most original means have been dis- 
covered for giving expression to the 
Christmas spirit of joy. Long before 
it became the custom to deck a Christ- 


mas tree with candles, the people of 


Erzebirge used to construct magnifi- 


cent Christmas pyramids, on the 
VICAR QUESTIONS 
VIRGIN BIRTH 
The Times, 
Tuesday, December 7, 1965 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
SHREWSBURY, Dec. 6 


The traditional belief in the Vir- 
gin birth is questioned by the Rev. 
Kenneth Henson, Vicar of St. Giles, 
Shrewsbury, in the current issue of 
the parish magazine. 

““My own view, on which I have 
recently done a great deal of new 
study, is that our Lord’s birth was 
a normal human birth in every 
respect and the Virgin birth tradi- 
tion does not do full merit to our 
Lord’s true humanity,” the vicar 
says. 

One of the pastoral difficulties of 
any parish priest versed in the 
techniques and studies of modern 
biblical scholarship was to know how 
far he ought to go “in disturbing the 
simple faith of his people in the 


accuracy and historicity of the 
Bible”. a 
He adds: “How far are the 


beautiful and evocative Christmas 
stories fact and how much is legend? | 

. We claim to have a faith based | 
on historical fact and we must not | 
shrink from the 
inquiry possible”’. 


most searching 


FOUR 


by the Rev. John Sims, Petts Wood 


revolving platforms of which t 
portrayed a cross-section of the pe 
lation of the snowbound village, 
cluding peasants, artisans, miners | 
huntsmen, together with the anir 
from farm and forest, in a gay 
glittering dance round the crib in 
stable of Bethlehem. The wl 
machine was made to revolve by 
air rising from eight or more canc¢ 
I am making a copy of one of th 
pyramids for my baby daught 
Christmas table. Fixed, ummova 
half way up the pyramid is the F 
Family — above them _ spins 
Angelic Choir, and on top of 
spindle spins the Star of Bethleh 
Beneath the Holy Family turns a p 
form with the Wise Men, the Sh 
herds and a small flock of sheep. | 
The whole Christmas story see! 
depicted in its entirety, only — 
character, Herod, is missing — sum 
somewhere in the whole moving | 
ture he should be carved and sh» 
glooming into the flickering shad¢ 
As the toy was being pegged toget 
this news item appeared in The TH 
As one read it it seemed that perl! 
Herod, with his wish to be rid off 
Christ Child, should be accompa. 
on his spinning nether platform by 
those who try to take away from 
Child and His birth all that the Se 
tures say of this miraculous ever 
all those who try to tear down: 
structure of Christendom by untiy 
public pronouncements. 
At this time of the year, and ai| 
same time every year, the orthy 
churches try to show people thar 
joy in Christmas is not the sparks 
tasty, materialistic flood, but the | 
of the God-man, the Saviour, 
virgin as was promised as far ba‘( 
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first book of the Old Testament, 
| especially in Isaiah. These faith- 
statements receive comparatively 
e attention, whereas a heading like 
tcar Questions Virgin Birth” is 
2 to catch the eye, especially when 
h a pronouncement is made by 
: of those who are regarded as 
ng protagonists for a “Religious” 
cistmas. It is comforting to know 
t the Anvil has worn out many 
ilar hammers in past centuries. 
‘Then said Mary unto the angel, 
w shall this be, seeing I know not 
nan?” Luke 1, 34. 

e are familiar with this passage 
ich precedes the Gospel reading 
Christmas Day. What puzzles 
is that the angel has told her 
t she is to have a son, not some- 
e in the distant future as a natural 
alt of her coming marriage to 
eph, but now. She asks “how,” be- 
se she “knows not a man,” that is, 
is a Virgin. Mary is quite willing 
nother this son, but who would be 
father? “And the angel answered 
1 said unto her, The Holy Ghost 
‘ll come upon thee, and the power 
‘he Highest shall overshadow thee : 
refore also that holy thing which 
‘ll be born of thee shall be called 
Son of God”. Luke 1:35. The 
rel fully and completely answers 
ry’s question, and our questions, 
ther asked by layman or minister, 
to how the Saviour could be born 
a virgin. Because of this answer the 
urch has always confessed “con- 
ved by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
gin Mary”. This mode of concep- 
a was a miraculous one, and the 
-ristian’s belief in both Christ’s 
linity and His humanity rests on 
dipture as it stands. It rests espec- 
éy on the texts of Matthew and 
-ke, and what they record of the 
“nt cannot be broken. Some of those 
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who criticize these records and choke 
on the miraculous, would have it that 
the son conceived in the womb of 
Mary was fathered by Joseph before 
marriage, or even conceived through 
another man, and would then go on 
to call the result of this union the Son 
of God. Yet the accounts are quite 
clear. The conception was caused by 
the Third Person of the Trinity, 
worked by His almighty power. 
Understand it we cannot, but believe 
it we do, 

The doctrine that Christ was born 
of the operation of the Holy Ghost 
on the Virgin Mary is found in the 
great confessions of the Church, the 


Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed. 


This remained for nearly 1,500 years 
the common, well nigh undisputed 
teaching of the Church, though there 
have been isolated voices speaking 
against this doctrine as voices have 
spoken against everything else that 
Christians hold sacred. This Christ- 
mas someone has made an apparently 
novel and new comment on_ the 
essence of Christmas. Next year it is 
quite possible that some similar “new” 
thought will be considered good copy 
by the press, and heresy will again 
receive news space to the confusion, 
perhaps even delight, of those who are 
outside the Church. 

As the news item shows, the ques- 
tion is not what does the Bible say 
about the Virgin Birth,.or any other 
doctrine, but more fundamentally the 
question is whether or not the com- 
mentator accepts Scripture as the 
Word of God. If the Scriptures are 
not accepted, by faith, as being God’s 
Revelation to man, then no matter 
how clear their statements are on 
such a matter as the Virgin Birth, 
these statements if contrary to every- 
day experience will be denied or 
explained away. 


FIVE 


By way of saying Thank You to ELCE people who travelled up to 


300 MILES FOR A FILM 


300 miles is a Jong way to go for a 
film, even it was voted “one of the 
Top Ten of the Year’. You know of 
people who drive 25 miles into Lon- 
don for a stereophonic Cinerama film, 
but 300 miles ! 


And that pastor really has a hope 
who expects people to drive distances 
like that in November when Britain’s 
roads are like as not fog-bound or 
snow-bound or ice-bound. Then, if 
not the film, at least the trip will keep 
the promises of the handbills: “un- 


YOUR PART AT COVENTRY 


FILM 


Week 1 
“ Martin Luther ”’ 


Sundays, 6.30 p.m. 
November 14th 


Week 2 November 21st November 24th 

* A Letter to Harlow Luther-Tyndale, Kentish 7 
Nancy ” St. Peters, Plymouth Holy Trinity, Tottenham — 

Cardiff : 

Week 3 November 28th December 1st 

“ The Unfinished Luther-Tyndale, Kentish Town St. Pauls, Boreham Woos 
Task” Christ Church, Petts Wood Cardiff 

Week 4 December 5th December 8th 

** Messenger of St. Andrews, Ruislip Harlow 
Peace ”’ St. Timothys, Sunderland Resurrection, Cambridgy 


East Kilbride 


Clear and precise, but one item he 
did not give, the distances from Coy- 
entry : 


Kentish Town 105 Cambridge 80 
Tottenham 110 Sunderland 200 
Boreham Wood 100 EastKilbride 300 
Ruislip 110 Plymouth 205 
Petts Wood 125 Cardiff 100 
Harlow 100 


And another item, well, perhaps, 
to be fair, he could not give: the 


SIX 


Holy Trinity, Tottenham 
St. Pauls, Boreham Wood 


forgettable,” “tension-packed,” 
experience you'll never forget”. 


There is a pastor like that in 
ELCE. He is our man at Coven 
and the biggest thing on his hori 
right now is getting the new mi 
there off to a good start. About 
weeks ago he sent out a sched 
mind you, not an invitation wh 
you can always politely decline, 
a schedule, a directive assign 
specific dates and times. It 
entitled 


Nese UTE 


Wednesdays, 7.30 p.m. : 


November 17th 
St. Andrews, Ruislip 
Resurrection, Cambie 


ETD, estimated time people vw 
have to depart their homes, an» 
ETA, the hour they would 

back. But since for some it w 
mean getting back on a Me 
morning at 3 or 4 and going to) 
at 7, well, perhaps that bit couil 
left out. You can’t take care of 
last detail, even in a schedule: 
have to leave something to the! 
vidual. 
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ie schedule is ready, but before 
nds it out, the pastor muses. Is it 
7 too much to expect people to 
l such distances? Is it? After all, 
‘ouldn’t be in Coventry, if they 
not sent him there — and with 
uses of prayer and support. It is 
: very people, all the ELCE 
regations, who through the Exec- 
: Council asked him to leave his 
Sion congregation and go to this 
community to begin work there 
eir name and on their behalf. It 
ur site, their hall, thezr parsonage, 
ought with their CEF loans and 
Surely they would not want to 
heated of the joy of helping to 
a their new mission, 


rue, there was the late hour and 
‘long distance to be considered, 
what were they to people who like 
bke at the end of a late church 
ting about “the Lutheran hour” 
| always quipped at Synods, “join 
ELCE and see the country”. 


‘> out go the schedules to each 
‘bzregation, and enough so that 
1 member can have one in his own 
The member reads the pam- 
“Your part at Coventry.” Mm. 

is schedule is intended to help you 
hw how you can help your church 
yeits newest mission started.” Good ! 
he mere fact of your presence as a 
iheran is important.” Is it? Why? 
Tis vital that the people of Coven- 
wswho will come to these films” — 
tif no one comes? — “get to know 
‘1 Lutheran Church as a friendly 
\itrech,” — right! that’s what attract- 
(ane — “a church of people with a 
yth to share, and this is what Christ 
jMects of you.” Fair enough, but 
ou? “Show friendliness. Be ready 
vie the film to greet and chat with 
Poo next to you.” That’s simple 
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enough, even for me. “You will be 
playing your part in bringing the 
church of Jesus Christ, the Lord and 
Saviour of all, to others who live with- 
out Him.” Yes, this is for me, I must 
ask the pastor how I can catch a lift 
with someone, 


The schedules went out. And the 
people came, from all directions, 
south from London, west from Car- 
diff, north from Scotland, came every 
Sunday and every Wednesday for 
four weeks, came, three or four car- 
loads every film evening. 


They came to make up a full 
audience, to bid welcome at the door, 
to serve tea and biscuits, to chat with 
visitors over a cup of tea, to make 
them feel at home, to explain what 
“Lutheran” is, to answer questions 
like: “Do you do baptisms?”, Is 
Lutheran something like Catholic?”, 
“Do you have Holy Communion?”’, 
“Do you have Sunday School?” , They 
came to show the warmth and friend- 
liness that Christianity radiates, to 
share their Christian faith. In one 
word, to share Christ. 


To see the film? Not really. In most 
cases, they had seen the film in their 
own congregations — many times. 
“This is the fifth time for me,” said a 
Scot from East Kilbride. 


Our people do not trayel hundreds 
of miles for personal enjoyment of a 
film. Their motive is bigger, grander, 
deeper, more compelling and more 
rewarding than that. They go to wit- 
ness to Christ, to be His hands and 
His mouth to lead waifs back into 
the Father’s house. They go to share 
with others out in the dismal cold of 
unbelief the warmth and the light 
they have themselves found in Christ. 
To go to be as Christ to a mother 


SEVEN 


whose children have lost all taste for 
Sunday School, to a wife whose hus- 
band has been paralyzed and helpless 
these past five years, to a man embit- 
tered by a turn in his life. They go to 
encourage the careless Christian the 
return to the church he has lately 
neglected and to offer help to the 
worldling who sees no point whatever 
in the Christian message. 


They drive all that way to show to 
others who have drifted away from 
the church the same personal interest 
and Christian concern which brought 
many of them, also once strays, back 
into Christ’s fold. They know from 
their own experience, six out of ten 
of our present members, what a 
friendly smile and a warm word can 
do when one steps for the first time, 
an outsider, into a strange church. 
They drive hundreds of miles to help 
a new mission get started because, in 
ten cases out of twelve, that is how 
their own congregation began. All 
ten ELCE churches begun since 1954 
were helped into being Coventry- 
fashion. 


The birth of a mission is like any 
other birth. It has its false starts, its 
delays and suspense, its pain, its 
anticipation, and its relief and joy. 
Perhaps only the pastor who sees the 
whole process through and whose 
inner self quickens with every sign of 
life he observes can experience the 
full joy of such a birth, but every 
Christian man and woman who has 
helped a new congregation goes away 
with at least some of the joy. Who, 
of the coachload of Londoners, will 
forget the two sleep-less nights be- 
fore and after the birth of Sunderland 
in 1954? Which of the Sunderland- 
ers who made the trip in 1962 will for- 


EIGHT 


get the opening of East Kilbride | 
who of our Kentish Town and 
tenham people will forget that 
and foggy night at Ruislip in 
when God gave us our first 
mission ? 


“That I might be used in His 
dom!” is the heart cry of 
Christian. That’s why some 
ELCE Lutherans travelled all 
way through fog and rain, pai 
wee hours of the morning, durir 
eight nights of the Coventry Chr 
Film Festival. That’s why the 
Polish Lutheran families living | 
community, and one American f 
in Birmingham, were out, week 
week, distributing handbills, 2 
of them, making and painting fi 
in the new hall, even planting « 
front garden, running the proj 
getting the tea ready. Why? Fe 
joy of being used by Christ to 
other men to Himself. For the 
deep satisfaction which comes 
sharing your most precious tre: 
your faith in Jesus, with your fe 
man. 


And that, every mission helpe 
say, more than makes up for the] 
eyes and the weary body the mo 
after as you try to serve your cu 
ers in the shop or get the lathe 
at the bench. 


But your part at Coventry isn 
ished yet. The pastor, with hi 
faith in God’s people, has al 
sent out another schedule, this 
not for films but for helping th: 
mission through the first servi 
learn the Lutheran liturgy. 


You aren’t forgotten. You’re 
new schedule, too. 
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HILDREN BEGIN COVENTRY 
AY SCHOOL 


out 20 hands shot up when the Rev. 
r Winger, Lutheran pastor at Cov- 
, asked: “How many of you go to 
ay School every week?’’ The audience 
ome 60 children at a Saturday morn- 
Im show, the last in a series of special 
ren’s films opening the Lutheran 
yn at Coventry. “Good! We are glad 
ame to see the films, but now go back 
yur own Sunday Schools. God bless 

the pastor replied, and dismissed 


ow, you who do not go, how many 
u would like to come to our Sunday 
ol?” About 30 put up their hands. 
» didn’t quite know. The pastor said: 
would like to enrol you but we believe 
should have your parents’ permission. 
you take this explanatory note home, 
your parents sign it, and bring it 
for Sunday School tomorrow?” They 
they would. 


id they did. At 10.30 on Sunday morn- 
5 December, 35 children came into 
emporary hall in Eastern Green Road 
he first Sunday School session of the 
Lutheran mission. And, except one or 
‘vho had forgotten, each child had the 
signed by a parent. 


iimning concurrently with the Saturday 
sing children’s films as a part of the 
stian Film Festival opening the new 
E mission were the Sunday and Wed- 
uy evening series of four films for 
‘s (and children, if accompanied by 
parents). On the average, about 40 
‘le were present for each showing. The 
seats 60. At each of the eight films, 
os of ELCE members were present, 
ng from London, Cardiff and other 
sas distant as Scotland to help get 
‘ew mission started. 


1e first Lutheran service will be held 
unday, 12 December. 


ORS DISCUSS INSPIRATION 


“he Scriptures will not lie to you 
«xe Catechism v. 76). They are true and 
Inot lead astray, but will accomplish 
©urpose for which God gave them. The 
»s of the Scriptures are inerrant be- 
12 they are inspired by God — words 
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ews from Our Churches 


taught by the Holy Spirit, written by men 
moved by the Holy Spirit.” 


ELCE pastors, gathered at Concordia 
House, Golden Lane, London, for their 
pre-Advent Barnes Conference, 23-24 
November, examined and discussed the 
document from which the above quota- 
tions are taken: ‘“The Study Document on 
Revelation, Inspiration, and Inerrancy”’ 
prepared by the Commission on Theology 
and Church Relations of the Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. The discussion 
leaders were the Rev. W. P. Borgas of 
Boreham Wood and the Rev. W. Fanning 
of East Kilbride. The Conference Secre- 
tary, the Rev. F. Bosch of London, was 
asked to commend the Commission for the 
clear and positive statement. 

Dr. Norman Nagel of Cambridge con- 
tinued his observations on the Augsburg 
Confession, Article VIII, while Pastor R. 
Suckow of Sunderland led the study of 
I Timothy 5, 17ff. Practical problems on 
the agenda were inter-Lutheran relations, 
liturgical colours, ordination and com- 
missioning, and the use of the Barnes Con- 
ference to train for leadership. The Rev. 
J. L. B. Cremer reported for the Music 
Committee plans for the publication of a 
hymnal supplement of carols and hymns, 
also a handbook of suggested hymn tunes 
well known in this country. The Confer- 
ence also heard reports on the Executive 
Council, CEF, and the Elders’ Conference. 

The Conference closed two hours earlier 
than usual to allow pastors to attend the 
films at the new mission in Coventry. The 
Rev. John Sims of Petts Wood was chap- 
lain. 


CONCORDIA CHOIR PLANS THIRD 
EUROPEAN TOUR 


The Choir of Concordia Seminary, 
Springfield, Illinois, has announced plans 
for a Third European Concert Tour. The 
Choir will sing in Amsterdam, Paris, 
Munich, Frankfurt and other cities. The 
places for the concerts in the British Isles 
have not yet been set. Arrangements for 
the United Kingdom concerts are in the 
hands of Mr. E. F. R. Smith, manager of 
Lutheran Agencies. The proposed dates for 
the Tour are 2-23 June. ELCE Luther- 
ans will remember with pleasure and with 
gratitude the two previous tours, in 1954 
and 1958. 


NINE 


Our Charches inthe New 


Coventry Evening Telegraph, 
Wednesday, December 1, 1965 


5,000 A WEEK 


The Rev. Roger E. Winger, and those 
who have been helping him to establish a 
Lutheran Church of England in Eastern 
Green, Coventry, are beginning to feel that 
they know every house between Upper 
Eastern Green and Dunchurch Highway. 


For, to invite residents to a series of 
Christian films which is now under way 
preceding the first services at the church in 
Eastern Green Road, they have been going 
from door to door delivering about 5,000 
handbills a week. 


Mr. Winger has been glad of his mara- 
thon tours of the area, however, as they 
have given him a chance to get to know 
some of the people who have attended one 
or other of the films. 


“There is no better way of preparing for 
something like this than going round and 
meeting the people,” he told me. 


The church, a dual-purpose pre-fabri- 
cated building, is now complete apart from 
some painting and there has been a good 
response to the films so far shown there, 
especially “Martin Luther’. 

Children, too, have been enjoying Sat- 
urday morning films. 


South Devon Times, 
Thursday, November 18, 1965 


“A GETTING TO KNOW 
YOU ” CAMPAIGN 


As part of an autumn-winter campaign 
to meet people living in the neighbour- 
hood, the congregation of St. Peters Luth- 
eran Church, Plympton, have organised a 
series of bi-weekly guest-host nights. 

The project started with a social evening 
for the parents of Sunday School and 
Bible class students. * 


The response exceeded expectations, but 
at present lack of accommodation will pre- 
vent more widespread distribution of invi- 
tations. 


Under the leadership of the Rev. Robert 
Bruer, an activities committee has organ- 
ised a series of events consisting of games, 


TEN 


social activities, refreshments and 
Programmes for alternate evening: 
conducted by Messrs. J. Colling ar 
Johns. 


Other recent events in the cam 
have been the organisation of a Nove 
5 community bonfire and firework di 
which was attended by about 200 pe 
Afterwards, 70 of them were servec 
drinks in the church. 


South Devon Times, 
Thursday, December 2, 1965 


LUTHERANS BEAT CRED 
SQUEEZE 


St. Peters Lutheran Church, Plym 
is at present housed in a temporary ha 
the congregation are investing their sa 
in a church extension fund to ensure 
sufficient capital will be available 
they are ready to erect a perm: 
building. 


The fund was established by the ] 
gelical Lutheran Church of Engl 
overcome high bank rates and thi 
certainty of funds being available — 
needed for the erection of new chu: 
halls and parsonages. i 


The Church, which does not belie 
appealing to the general public for © 
tions, invites its members to finane 
growth of the Church by saving and i 
ing with the church extension fund, nt 
interest rates being payable. 


Sunday was ‘Church Extension Su: 
when offerings received by the chy 
throughout the country were dona 
the fund. 


;—— 1966 SYNOD RESOLUTIONS ~ 


All ELCE congregations, missicv 
boards and other eligible bodies | 
asked to give early consideration 
resolutions which they intend to s) 
mit for debate at the 1966 Synod 
Petts Wood. Such resolutions 

be in the hands of the Secrets 
117-123 Golden Lane, London, E.(& 
not later than 31 January, 1966. — 


BRITISH LUT f 
| 


{ 


MUSIC COMMITTEE REPORTS ON 


VARIETY IN WORSHIP 


w often has your congregation used the Order of Matins? 


you feel that some major variations would help to enliven your congregation's 
ar pattern of worship, then Matins may be the answer to your need. 


whole series of new opportunities in your worship will be opened up when you 
to use the Order of Matins. There will be a fresh series of versicles and responses, 
in opportunity to sing that magnificent hymn of praise the Te Deum Laudamus 
is a part of your great Christian heritage which you lose completely if you never 
latins). 


>k at page 32 in the blue Lutheran Hymnal, turn over the pages of the Matins 
ce and see for yourselves the things in store for you there. As well as the Te Deum, 
- are the Venite and the Benedictus to be sung, and a Psalm (a different one each 
ay) to be said or sung according to preference. 


tins may be used every Sunday morning except when there is Holy Communion, but 
u have only one Service on Sunday you will be well advised to use Matins not more 
once every month. 


of Recommended Tunes 

e Music Committee has recently provided all congregations and missions with a list 
commended tunes for all our hymns from Advent to Epiphany and for hymns | to 54 
je blue Lutheran Hymnal (and the equivalent hymns in the black hymnal). The 
mendations are based upon the results of the Committee’s work with the main 
nals used in Britain today as well as upon the results of the ELCE Hymn Poll. 


LL 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


{ For ten months February-November ) 


Loans Donations Total Withdrawals 
_ KENTISH TOWN £1869 £512 £2381 £5389 
TOTTENHAM 475 77 552 1437 
_ | RUISLIP 1023 23 1046 1018 
| SUNDERLAND 343 13 356 120 
_ PETTS WOOD 530 0 530 249 
BOREHAM WOOD 407 20 427 140 
CARDIFF 254 7 261 50 
CAMBRIDGE 3 0 3 146 
HARLOW 111 2 113 18 
_ PLYMOUTH 143 1 156 49 
. EAST KILBRIDE 181 0 181 538 
_ COVENTRY 124 1 125 98 
POLISH LUTHERANS 989 0 989 
OTHERS 1126 530 1656 459 
Grand Total £7580 £1196 £8776 £9711 
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Illustration from the 
parish bulletin of Christ 
Lutheran Church, Uel- 


zen, West Germany. ; 


% 


1. This is a church that CEF buil 


THE CHURCH THAT STARTED 


Holy Trinity, Tottenham, London, dedicat 
Site: £130 Church: £560 


“Will you help build our church in Totte 
Holy Trinity’s first pastor asked the as 
Missouri Synod convention in Milwaukee 


“We will’, the delegates replied, and th 
to set up a special loan treasury, and 
the “Church Extension Fund”. 


And so, our ELCE church in Tottenham 


THE CHURCH THAT STARTED | 


Holy Trinity, Tottenham, was built with CE 


CEF has helped every ELCE congregatiol 


CEF needs the help of every ELCE congre! 


INVEST NOW 


THE CHURCH EXTENSION 
117/123 GOLDEN LANE, LONDC! 


